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1. Identify five scenes in this painting that show regional musicians. These represent the roots of American country music. 


2. Identify what type of music each of these scenes represent? 


3. How did Benton join these different scenes into one unified composition? 


4. How did Benton create a sense of rhythm and movement throughout this composition? 


5. What things and people are making music and sound in this scene? 


6. What does the steam engine represent? 


7. Benton wanted all the musicians to play the same note and sing their varied music in tune. Do you think this painting seems like noisy confusion or are all the parts in harmony? 


8. Why did Benton include in the painting a homage to Tex Ritter, the singing cowboy? 


9. Why did Benton not sign this painting? 


10. Before he died, Benton was trying to decide whether he should repaint the train. Why do you think he wanted to do this? 





